
Chairs, Associate Deans, and Deans, 
  
With a goal of staying connected on internal governance issues, the Provost Office sends a monthly 
Roundup on the final Friday of each month to the internal university leadership. 
  
Reminder about excused absences: While any university sponsored group !"# request that faculty 
“excuse” absences or modify test and assignment dates for their activity (e.g., club soccer, SMU polo 
team, mock trial) faculty are only required to honor requests that are approved by Associate Provost of 
Student Academic Engagement and Success (SAES) or University Chaplin.  Please see the attached letter 
that provides a clear example of a supported activity.  In the recent weeks, several faculty have reached 
out asking if they have to honor every student activity request.  Our rule of them for approving requests 
that do not come from SAES, University Chaplin, Dean of Students, or DASS is the following: if the 
student receives financial scholarship support to attend SMU for participation in the group, then we 
would approve a reasonable number of requests.  If the student has an opportunity to advance their 
professional career or secure a future job, then we would approve a request.  All other requests 
could/should be treated like any other unexcused absence and faculty should not feel that they have to 


